[Iridium curietherapy in conservative treatment of infiltrating cancer of the bladder].
Sixty patients with infiltrating bladder cancer were treated by partial cystectomy and iridium radiotherapy between 1977 and 1982. Actuarial 5-year survival was 90% for pT1, 51% for pT2 and 34% for pT3, bladder treatment being unsuccessful in 6 cases (11%). Long-term functional results were satisfactory. Iridium provides better radioprotection than radium and stricter dosage can be established. This conservative treatment for infiltrating bladder cancer is particularly indicated for pT1 and pT2 tumors, as single lesions and with a largest diameter not exceeding 4 cm. Results are better in cases with tumors of the mobile portion of bladder, the 5-year survival in these selected cases being 85% with a minimum of sequelae. This treatment may be used, generally combined with external radiotherapy, for tumors infiltrating deeply into muscle and more distant tissues.